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B E A R  M O U N T A I N  R E S O R T
GREEN BEYOND THE GREENS

Green is important at the Westin Bear Mountain Resort and Spa with the golf courses and resort operations managed with a 
keen environmental awareness. Priorities include improvements in energy and water conservation, waste management and 
enhancement of wildlife. 

The Westin Bear Mountain Resort and Spa is a member of the Audubon Sanctuary Program through Audubon International, 
with emphasis on protection of wild life and planting of wild flowers to promote more birds, butterflies and bees. 
Resort Greens Crew work to create and preserve wildlife habitats in and around the golf courses, choosing to retain relevant 
dead trees for producing wildlife habitat for resident birds. Wildlife corridors and brush piles provide protection for small 
animals indigenous to the property. This is supported by an essentially insecticide free integrated pest management program 
(IPM) approach to managing turf areas.  The rare and very limited use of insecticide treatments is a last resort in controlling 
turf-eating insect larva when acceptable thresholds are exceeded. Bear Mountain has also installed birdhouses and bat boxes to 
facilitate “in house” insect control.

The Bear Mountain Greens Crew use a ‘spoon fed’ fertilizing program on greens, tees and fairways to minimize the impact of 
organic and standard fertilizers as application directly to the plant eliminates leaching or runoff. Golf course run-off, tested four 
times annually over the past 10 years by an environmental monitor, has been consistently positive. 
Osborne Pond, situated along with Matson Lake on the Valley Golf Course, has been stocked with juvenile fish known as Parr. 
Fish ladders have been installed to facilitate migration of fish to and along Millstream Creek.  The fish attract a variety of local 
wildlife, including eagles and otters. Bear Mountain has been a significant contributor to Langford area fish habitat projects.  

WATER CONSERVATION 

Water conservation is ongoing at the Westin Bear Mountain Resort and Spa: 
• Well water is used on the Mountain and Valley golf courses. 
• Our golf course irrigation needs are monitored on a daily basis and applied only as needed.  An on site weather station 

helps with this process. 
• Ongoing auditing of our irrigation system ensures that any issues that may cause overuse are eliminated. Since 2014 we 

have been able to reduce water consumption by 12 million gallons per year. 
• Low flush toilets have been installed in the Westin Hotel to enhance water conservation. 
• The Hotel offers guests an opportunity to opt out of daily housekeeping service (towel and sheet exchange) in return for 

guests receiving either Starpoint Preferred Guest points or a credit towards breakfast. This program is available at all 
Marriott and Starwood Properties. 

• Efficient operation program for dishwashers. 
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RECYCLING 

Waste management initiatives of paper, packaging and garbage include: 
• Recycling receptacles in all guest and meeting rooms and in public and employee use areas. 
• 60-70% of monthly guest waste is diverted from landfills. Used linen and paper products are offered to local charitable 

organizations. 
• Starwood Hotels has partnered with Clean the World - collecting and recycling discarded soap products and distributing 

these lifesaving products to impoverished people - preventing deadly hygiene-related illnesses. In one year, the Westin Bear 
Mountain Resort and Spa donated more than 20,000 units. 

• Internal recycling programs for cooking oils, including grease traps in all kitchen sink drains, to prevent grease from 
entering the municipal sewer system. 

• Internal recycling programs for batteries, light bulbs and pallets. 

GREEN CUISINE 

The Westin Bear Mountain is committed to purchasing local organic, fair trade and sustainable food products where possible. 
Local purveyors provide locally grown vegetables and grass-fed meat products.  
• Bear Mountain organic honey is used by the hotel culinary team. 
• The Resort is a proud member of the Vancouver Aquarium’s ocean-wise program for sustainable seafood choices.  
• The Hotel’s produce is locally grown whenever possible, and local free-range eggs and Island cheeses are utilized. 
• Composting; kitchen waste, grass clippings and garden waste are composted for use in Resort garden beds. 
• The Chef ’s on-site herb garden supplies a variety of fresh herbs and seasonal berries.

GREEN KEY ECO-RATING PROGRAM 

• The Westin Bear Mountain Resort and Spa has been awarded three Green Keys in recognition of taking significant 
measures to protect the environment. Strong environmental training programs, best management practices and 
engineering solutions have been implemented to benefit the environment and the local community. 

ENERGY 

• Electric carts in the Resort’s 150 golf cart fleet reduces gasoline and harmful emissions. The electric carts travel 
approximately 600,000 km, thereby significantly reducing emissions. 

• Approximately 80% of Resort lighting is energy efficient LED in partnership with BC Hydro’s PowerSmart Program. 
• Direct Digital Controls (DDC) building control systems maximize heating and cooling with numerous strategically placed  

sensors and thermostats.
• Air quality and flow in building pressurization in common areas is also controlled.
• Exterior lighting operates on a solar Latitude/Longitude System which reads sun location at all times creating more energy 

efficiency than photoelectric cells. 



MEDIA CONTACT:

SHANNON DREW, ECOASIS  |   250.216.1146

BEAR MOUNTAIN RESORT -  ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS. . .PAGE 3

PRESS KIT 2018

ECOTOURS

Ecotours are an opportunity for residents and visitors at the Resort to experience the beautiful, natural setting of Bear 
Mountain when the Valley Course is closed during the winter months.  Our mild west coast climate offers a rare opportunity 
to highlight the important environmental values of the interface between the natural landscape, the golf courses and creating 
communities.  Ecotours highlight some of the key features of the onsite stewardship program, including nesting trees and 
different plantings of grasses and brush piles that provide cover and habitat for birds and small animals, pileated woodpecker 
snags, “bat cave” boxes, and the local salmon enhancement carried out in co-operation with the Volunteer Salmonid 
Enhancement Association.

PARTNERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 

• British Columbia Hydro Power Smart Member 
• Vancouver Aquarium Ocean Wise Program 
• Audubon International 
• Clean the World: Recycling Soap. Saving Lives. 
• FairTrade International 
• Green Key Eco-Rating Program: rating systems designed to recognize hotels, motels and resorts that are committed to 

improving their environmental and fiscal performance. 

Situated in the foothills of Mount Finlayson with breathtaking views of Victoria’s seaside harbour, Bear Mountain Resort offers 
the best of both worlds: an idyllic natural setting only minutes from the allure of BC’s sophisticated and charming capital city. 
Nestled in the mountainside landscape with vistas of the Olympic Mountain Range, the Strait of Georgia and the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca, Bear Mountain Resort comprises over 800 acres and features two world-renowned Nicklaus Design golf courses and, at 
the heart of the village, a Westin hotel.


